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rampant in Sundarp

P

Md Shah Alam Tuku ¥

\
BAGERHAT, Feb 14: The illegal net-
ting of rock crab in the Sundarbans
is rampant during the breeding sea-
son,

January ana February are the
breeding seasons for all types of
coahs, For repraduction and propa-
sation, the Uorest Departmert bans
rock crab collection, stocking, sale
and transroriasion during this pexi-
ud.

Thouvgh it is prohibited in these
two months, fishermen are catching
the crabs Megally. '

Fishermen are collecting these
tigh demand expott item by man-
aging the forest guards including
the dishonest officials. As a resulr,
the ndtural breeding space of rock
crab is being deswoyed.

Rowever, in the past one month,
the Forest Deparument, Fisheries
Deparimenti, arid the Coast Guard
conaucted operaitons in different
areas adjucent 10 the Sendarbans
and arrested 10 fishermen along
with 800 Lilograms of crabs. Later,
the crabs were released in different
Fivers and canals of the Sundarbans.
‘Re arrestees were fined.

Local people said, in this two-
month time, the mother crab
spawns a huge quantity of eggs from
which smali ciabs are born. Besides,
crabs usually grow up along the
rivers and canals, but they migrate
w the seashore during this period.
Morcover, the mother crab remains
tnore hungry and weak at this time.
Thus, it is casier to caich mother
crabs when they spawn. By taking
advantage of this time, many fisher-
nien catch erabs illegalty,

Therefore, the governinent has

ik ¢ :
r!’& /) i R

the production of rock crabs in they
Sundarban region wiil be threat-
ened.

Crab traders- Motaieb Hawlader

of Uttar Rajapur Village in
Sharankhola Upazila of Bagerhat
and  Sudhain  Mandal = of.

Joymonirghol Village of Mongla

imposed the ban to protect the -
mother crabs at that time otherwise

SRR L
Upazila said, they carch crab in the
banhed season and sell those in dit-
ferent districts ...cluding Ragerhat
at Taka 300 par kg But the traders:
also sell big rock cralls ar fish mar-
kets illegally. "

In this connection, Sharankhola
Upazila Senior 'Fisheries Officer
Binoy Kumar Roy said, strict action
should be taken- during breeding

ALY
3Py
2

fofbons

season otherwise it will be a chal-
lenge to preserve rock crabs.
Assistant Forest Conservator of
Purba Sundarbans Joynal Abedin
said, collection of crab during
breeding season is reducing as
many drives are being conductes’ »
this connection. However, ac.oa
will be taken who are invoived id |
this illegal action.
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The government has ‘taken
A decision o start farming
vannarael variety of shrimp
on a pilet basis and seiected
10-20 2¢res of land in Cox's
3azar and Khulna disiricts in
this repard.

Initially two entrepreneuss
will et perraission to launch
the fanming, before going for
corunereial production, offi-
Clals said,

They said the Depariment
of Fisheries (DoF) was for-
mulating the guidelines ir
ihis regard while a sub-com-
milee wili be formed for fea-
sibility sudy in Cox's Bazar
ard Klndna arcas,

The DoF  will make
Sundard Operating
Procedure (SOP) to operate
the latcheries.

A technical committee on
feusibiiity study and farming
ol vaniamei shruap at a
seeent meeting also suggested
produc.xb shrimp fry fom
imported Specific Pathogen
bree (SPF) vannamel ou a
pilot basis side by side the
production of vannamei.

The meeting was also told
that the entreprensurs will
bear all costs related o pio-
duction of vannamei and its
ity

Appreciating  the  latest
nove,  the  enteeprencurs
¥
O s
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argued that the government
should provide proper techni-
cai supports, indluding leas-
ing owt Lhe land ¥ree of cost
10 encourage the piot projact.

Currently, the varicty is 4
leading item in the world
shrimp market. Because of its
cheaper price, consumers pre-
fer this itemn n Ewrope and
USA, the key markets ¢f
frozen sheirp.

As a resuli, Bangladeshi
black tiger species lost its
competiveness in these rmas®
kets.

Exporiers  said  they
incurred huge fosses in (he

kLataat o¥ )‘ £l
&&aﬂ‘ LTRSS

el

p! 1
L S

.

s

last five 0 seven years.

More than 75 per cent of

the total werld shriap pro-
diclicn is vannamet. Somc
32 countnes ard coliering
such category of shnmp.
Wishing anonymity, 2 sen-
oY official au tie DoF said
ey are wot against vannamet

culture. Rather it should be

launched as many countrics
arc now producing the
shrmp,

But & is necded # buiid
necessary infrastructures snd
bio-securty system, he said.
"So it will take tme o launch
Lhe project. We don'l want o

v

[}
43 1Y O
ain 4

faunch it without
preparaton.,”

He aiso said the DoF will
nrovide necessary training o
the entreprencues wnd  an
experts' comniitee will over-
see the project. “So, there is
no reason the fariming will
tait.”

Bangladesh exports only
2.9 per cent of the interna-

donal demand for frozen
shritp, according 10 (he
Bangladesh Siwimp and Fish
Foundation (BSFF).

“The country once boasied
110 frozen fish factorics
lolding the sccond position
among the wial cxport-ori-
entwd sectoes even o decade
ago. But the number has
come dowa (o as low as 56
nOW.

Unavailability of
exportable fish, especially
shrimp, in the local market is
the key.reason behind this
worstsituation in the indus-
oy, insiders have said,

According ]
Bapgiadesh Frozen
Exporters Assoctation
{BFFEA), some 96,263
tonnes of shrimp and fish
were exported in fiscal year
(FY}) 20t1-12. The export

proper

the
Fouds

volume fofl by 68,161 sonnes |

n FY 2016-~17.
boul 3.5 million people
are involved in this sector.
W q/m_au«_l,l otmail.com
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shrimp enclosure at Paikgachha village on Sunday.

i =0T ¢ ST S

2 A

wfe: a2 g

fup e

YR (i
R Tl
ymedir (%

B T I S LR R
s SVl Doal e e

R YA
| AT SNl Hiod

The photo shows a nunber of grenades unearthed when labourers were, cutting mud on the cdge of s
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' 32 hand grenades .
recovered from -
shrimp enclosure

n Khulna

Trrast CHAKRABORTY, KHtina CORRESPONDENT:

32 hand grenades were recovered
from a shrimp enclosure in Paikgachha
upazila of Khulnz on Sunday.

The grenades were unearthed when
labourers werc cutting mud on the edge
| of a shrimp enclosure belonging to-
Rarpgl, son of Sabur Sardar in
“Paikgachha village around 9:30 am.
Upon being informed of the matter, SI
Abyi Bashar ~and Liakat Ali of -
Paikgachha police station rushied to the
15tation and recovered the grenades. -

Senior locals of the area said that dur-
ing the liberation war there was an astro-
logical casgp of the freedom fighters at
the Parishamari Dhali house in the near-
by vitlage.

They bélieve that the grenades might
have been planted in the area during or
after the Liberation War of 1971 by the
| freedom fighter or razakars.

Former Commander of Paikgachha
Upazila Muktijoddha Sangsad Gazi
Ruhul Amin said that the grenades
might fell inadvertently befere or after
Independence. as the movement of

| boats through this area was higher than
| vehicles.
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