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Md Shah Alain lliku 

BAGERi-LAT, Feb I 4: The illegal net-
ting of rock crab in the Sundarbans 
is rampant during the breeding sea-
son. 

January and February are the 
breeding seasons for all types of 
crabs. For reproduction and propa-
gation, the ',:orest Department bans 
rock crab collection, stocking, sale 
tiid transr.onwrit.w. during this peri-
od. 

Though it is prohibited in these 
two months, fishermen are catching 
me crabs illegally. 

Fishermen are collecting these 
high demand export item by man-
aging the forest guards including 
the dishonest officials. As a result, 
the natural breeding space of rock 

' crab is being destroyed. 
However, in the past one month, 

the Forest Department, Fisheries 
Department. arid the Coast Guard 
conoueted operations in different 
areas acliacent to the SUndarbans 
and arrested 10 fishermen along 
with 80) kilograms of crabs. Later, 
the crabs were released in different 
rivers and canals of the Sundarbans. 
ski.c..arresters were fined. 

Local people said, .in this two-
month rime, the mother crab 
spawns a huge quantity of eggs from 
which small crabs are born. Besides, 
crabs usually grow up along the 
fivers anti canals, but they migrate 
to the seashore during this period.. 
Moreover, the mother crab remains 
more hungry and weak at this time. 
Thus, it is easier to catch mother 
crabs when they spawn. By taking 
advantage of this time, many fisher-
men catch crabs illegally. 

Therefore. the government has  

imposed the ban to protect the 
mother crabs at that time otherwise 
the production of rock crabs in thed 
Sundarban region will be threat-
ened. 

Crab traders- Motaieb Hawlader 
of Uttar Rajapur Village in 
Sharankhola Upazila of Bagerhat 
and Sudham Mandal of. 
Joymonirghol Village of Mongla 

Upazila said, they catch crab' in the 
banhed season and sell those in dif-
ferent districts ..)cluding Bagerhat 
at Tila 300 par kg. Buf; the traders. 
also sell big rock crags at fish mar-
kets illegally. 

In this connection, Sharankhola 
Upazila Senior 'Fisheries Officer 
Biraoy Kumar Roy said, strict action 
should be taten during breeding  

season otherwise it will be a chal-
lenge to preserve rock crabs. 
Assistant Forest Conservator Of • 
Purba Sundarbans Joynal Abedin 
said, collection of crab during 
breeding season is reducing as 
many drives are being conducter • 
this connection. However, ac 
will be taken who are involved iii 
this illegal action. 
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Arafat Ara 

The government has taken 
a decision to stall fanning 
vannamei variety of shrimp 
on a pilot basis and sciected 
10-20 acres of land in Cox's 
Bazar and Khulna distiicts um 
this regard. 

Initially two entrepreneurs 
will get permission to launch 
the fanning, before going for 
commercial production, offi-
cials said. 

They said the Department 
of Fisheries (DoF) was for-
mulating the guidelines in 
this regard while a sub-com-
mittee will be formed for fea-
sibility study in Cox's Bazar 
and Khulna areas. 

The DoF will make 
Standard 	Operating • 
Procedure (SOP) to operate 
the hatcheries. 

A technical committee or. 
feasibility study and farming 
of vannamei shrimp at a 
tk:(2011( meeting also suggested 
producing shrimp fry from 
imported Specific Pathogen 
Free (SPF) vannamei on a 
pilot basis side by side the 
production of vannamei. 

The meeting was also told 
that the entrepreneurs will 
bear all costs related to pro-
duction of vannamei and its 
fry. 

Appreciating the latest 
move. the entrepreneurs  

argued that the goveinment 
should provide proper tethni-
cal supports, including leas• 
ing out the land free of cost, 
to encourage the pilot project. 

Currently, the variety is a 
leading item in the world 
shrimp market. Because of its 
cheaper price, consumers pre-
fer this item in Europe and 
USA, the key markets of 
frozen shrimp. 

As a result, Bangladeshi 
black tiger species lost its 
compeciveness in these mar, 
kets. 

Exporters said they 
incurred huge losses in tht,  

last Live to seven years. 
More than 75 per cent of 

the total world shrimp pro-
duction is vannamei. Some 
32 countries an3 c;:lturing 
such category of shrimp. 

Wishing anonymity, a sen-
t& official at the Dr& said 
they arc toot against vannamei 
culture. Rather it should be 
launched as many countries 
are now producing the 

But,  it is needed .to build 
necesgary infrastructures and 
bio-security system, he said. 
"So it will take time to launch 
the project. We don't want to  

launch it without proper 
preparation." 

He also said the DoF will 
provide necessary training to 
the entrepreneurs and an 
experts' committee will over-
see the project. "So, there is 
no reason the farming will 

Bangladesh expOrts only 
2.0 per cent of the interna-
tional demand for frozen 
shrimp, according to the 
kiangladesh Shrimp and Fish 
Foundation (BSFF). 

'The country once boasted 
110 frozen fish factories 
holding the second position 
among the total export:ori-
ented sectors even a decade 
ago. But the number has 
come down to as low as 50 
now. 

Unavailability 	of 
exportable fish, especially 
shrimp, in the local market is 
the key. reason behind this 
worsrsituation in the Indus-
t• ry, insiders have said. 

According 	to 	the 
Bangladesh Frozen Foods 
Exporters 	Association 
(BFFEA), some 96,265 
tonnes of shrimp and fish 
were exported in fiscal year 
(FY) 2011-12. The export 
volume fell by 68,161 tonnes 
in FY 2016-17. 

About 3.5 million people 
are involved in this sector. 

itOrt_rira@hortituil.ciiin 
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The photo shows a number of grenades unearthed when labourers were, cutting mud on the edge of s 
shrimp enclosure at Paikgachha village on Sunday. 	 \ Photo: Titash Chakraborty 

T:TABH CHAKRABORTY, }CHOW, COZRESPONDENT:  ' 

32 hand grenades were recovered 
from a shrimp enclosure in Paikgachha 
upazila of Khulna on Sunday. 

The grenades were unearthed when 
labourers were cutting mud on the edge 
of a shrimp enclosure belonging to• 
Karnal, son of Sabur Sardar in 

1Paikgachh 'village around 9:3o am. 
,,Upon being informed of the matter, Si 
Ablii Bashar and Liakat Ali of , 
Paikgachha police station rusted to the 
cbhtion and recovered the grenades. 

Senior locals of the area said that dur-
ing the liberation war there was an astro- 
logical cap) of the freedom fighters at 	. 
the ParishimariDhali house in thenear-
by village. 

They believe that the grenades might 
hAve been planted in the area during or 
after the Liberation War of 1971 by the 	... 
freedom tighter or razakars. 

Former Commander of Paikgachha 
Upazila Muktijoddha Sangsad Gazi 
Ruhul Amin said that the grenades 
might fell inadvertently before or after - 
Independence. as the movement of 
boats through this area was higher than 
vehicles. 

32 hand grenades 
recovered from . ' 

ft7-11 shrimp enclosure 
Khulna . : 	•zir.R1 	; 	 j 	, 

 

• IV:P.11..1 (1!11,4-:.. 	 •• 

.:••• 	, 	• 	• 
(.. 

• 

. • • _ • _ 	 ..• 

   

    

    

    

 

• 

  

    

    

     

     

• 

    


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15

