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THE MARINE FISHERIES ORDINANCE, 1983

(ORDINANCE NO. XXXV OF 1983).
[19th July, 1983]

An Ordinance to make provisions for the management, conservation and
development of marine fisheries of Bangladesh.

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the management, conservation and
development of marine fisheries in the Bangladesh fisheries waters and to deal with
certain matters connected therewith;

NOW, THEREFORE, in pursuance of the Proclamation of the 24th March, 1982, and in
exercise of all powers enabling him in that behalf, the Chief Martial Law Administrator is
pleased to make and promulgate the following Ordinance:

PART I
PRELIMINARY

Short title and	 1. (1) This Ordinance may be called the Marine Fisheries Ordinance,
commencement	 1983.

(2) It shall come into force on such date as the Government may,
by notification in the official Gazette, appoint.

Definitions	 2. In this Ordinance, unless there is anything repugnant in the
subject or context,-

"Bangladesh fisheries Waters" means the territorial waters and
economic zone of Bangladesh as declared by the Government under
the Territorial Waters and Maritime Zones Act, 1974 (XXVI of 1974),
and any other marine waters over which has, or claims to have,
jurisdiction under law with respect to the management, conservation
and development of the marine living resources;

"Director" means the person appointed as such under section 4;

"fish" means any aquatic animal, whether piscine or not, and
includes any shellfish, crustacean, turtle or aquatic mammal, and the
young, fry, eggs and spawn thereof;

"fishery" means one or more stocks of fish that can be treated
as a unit for the purposes of conservation and management;

(e) "fishing" means catching, taking or killing fish by any method,
and includes attempting to catch, take or kill fish by any method;
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"fishing vessel" means any vessel used for fishing or for
processing carriage or storage of fish, and includes any vessel used
in support of, or ancillary to, fishing operations but does not include
any vessel carrying fish as part of a general cargo unless that
vessel is engaged in operations in support of, or ancillary to, fishing
operations;

"foreign fishing vessel" means any fishing vessel other than a
local fishing vessel;

"licence" means a licence issued in accordance with the
provisions of this Ordinance or the rules made thereunder;

"local fishing vessel" means any fishing vessel-- i

 wholly owned by one or more persons who are citizens of
Bangladesh; or

wholly owned by any company, society or other association of
persons established under the law of Bangladesh of which at least
51 per cent of the shares are held by citizens of Bangladesh and
includes any fishing vessel registered in Bangladesh and operating
under Bangladesh flag under joint venture or any other approved
arrangements; or

wholly owned by the Government or by a statutory corporation
established under a law of Bangladesh;

"prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this
Ordinance;

"skipper", in relation to a fishing vessel, means the person for
the time being having command or charge of the vessel.

Provisions
regarding non
mechanised local
fishing vessels
and local fishing
vessels with
limited
horsepower

3. (1) The Government may, by notification in the official Gazette,
exempt, subject to such conditions, if any, as may be specified
therein, any local fishing vessel or class of vessels from the
provisions of Part III for such period as may be specified in the
notification.

(2) The Government may, by notification in the official Gazette,
declare zone in which only non mechanised local fishing vessels or
mechanised local fishing vessels of such tonnage as the Government
may, by notification in the official Gazette determine, may engage in
fishing operation or in which fishing operations by other fishing
vessels may be restricted.

PART II

ADMINISTRATION

Government may
appoint Director
and other
fisheries officers

4. The Government may appoint a person to be the Director and
such other fisheries officers as may be necessary for the purposes
of implementing the provisions of this Ordinance and the rules made
thereunder.
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Director
	 5. The Director shall have responsibility for the management,

responsible for	 conservation, supervision and development of marine fisheries and
management, etc	 the implementation of the objectives of this Ordinance.

Delegation of
powers

(1) The Government may delegate all of its power under this
Ordinance or the rules made thereunder other than making of rules
to the Director.

(2) The Director may likewise delegate all or any of his powers
under this Ordinance or the rules made thereunder, not being a
power delegated to him by the Government under sub section (1) to
fisheries officers appointed by the Government under section 4.

Types, classes
and numbers of
fishing vessels

Having regard to the requirement of fisheries management and
development plans, the Government may, by notification in the
official Gazette, specify types, classes and number of fishing vessels
that can be deployed in the Bangladesh fisheries waters:

Provided that the Government may exempt fishing vessels already
permitted to operate prior to the coming into force of this
Ordinance.

PART III

GENERAL PROVISIONS GOVERNING LICENCES

Director to issue	 8. The Director shall be responsible for issuing licences in respect of
licences	 all marine fishing in the Bangladesh fisheries waters.

Application for
licences

9. (1) Applications for licences or for the renewal thereof shall be
made in such form and on payment of such fees as may be
prescribed.

(2) The amount of fee may be determined in lump sum or
calculated on the basis of size or capacity of the vessel or vessels,
if operating as a team, or on any other basis.

Validity of
	

10. Any licence issued in accordance with the provisions of this
licences	 Ordinance or the rules made thereunder shall be valid for a period

of not more than one year.
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Licences not
transferable
except with
written
permission

No licence shall be transferable except with the written
permission of the Director endorsed upon such licence.

When licence held
by any local
fishing vessel
ceases to be valid

Where any local fishing vessel ceases at any time to be a local
fishing vessel, any licence issued to such fishing vessel shall cease
to be valid forthwith.

Matters for which
	

13. Each licence shall be valid only with respect to the species of
licence is valid
	

fish and the type of fishing gear or the method of fishing or the
location specified In the licence.

Duty to provide
information
regarding catches

14. The holder of any licence shall keep detailed information of
catches as well as sales in such form as may be prescribed and a
copy of this information shall be furnished to the Director.

Fishing vessels
not to interfere
with navigation

No fishing vessel shall be operated so as to interfere with
navigational aids or with shipping in established shipping routes.

Licence to be
subject to certain
conditions

(1) Each licence shall be subject to such conditions as may be
specified in this Ordinance and in any rules made thereunder, and
as may be otherwise endorsed upon such licence by the Director.

(2) In particular, and without limiting the generality of the foregoing
sub-section, the Director may attach all or any of the following
terms and conditions to any licence, namely:-

the areas within which, and the period during which, fishing is
authorised;

the species, size, sex, age and quantities of fish that may be
caught or taken;

the methods by which fish may be caught or taken;

the types, size and amount of fishing gear that may be used by
the fishing vessel;

(e) statistical and other information required to be given by the
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skipper to the Government, including statistics relating to catch and
effort and also reports as to the position of the vessels;

the keeping on board the fishing vessel the licence issued in
respect of it;

the marking of the fishing vessel and other means for its
identification;

(h) such other matters as the Director may consider necessary or
expedient for the management, conservation and development of
fisheries resources of Bangladesh.

(3) In addition to the terms and conditions which may be imposed
on any licence under sub section (2), the Director may make
applicable to foreign fishing vessels all or any of the following terms
and conditions, namely:- (a) entry by foreign fishing vessels into
Bangladesh ports for the inspection of its catch which is subject to
customs formalities and for any other purpose; (b) the specification
of points of entry into, and departure from, the Bangladesh fisheries
waters;

the protection of local fisheries;

the execution of bonds or other forms of security for the
duration of the licence;

the reporting of the position by the foreign fishing vessel while
within, or about to enter, the Bangladesh fisheries waters;

the directions and instructions given by the authorised officers
from the Government ships or aircrafts to the foreign fishing vessel
that shall be complied with by the skipper;

the installation and maintenance in working order of a
transponder or other equipment on the foreign fishing vessel for the
identification and location of the vessel and of adequate navigational
equipment to enable its position to be fixed from the vessel;

the carriage on board the foreign fishing vessels of specified
communication equipment, specified nautical charts, nautical
publications and nautical Instruments;

(i) the placing of observers on the foreign fishing vessel and the
reimbursement to the Government of the costs of doing so;

the training of citizens of Bangladesh in the methods of fishing
employed by the foreign fishing vessel and the transfer to
Bangladesh of technology relating to fisheries;

the conduct by the fishing vessel of specified programmes of
fisheries research

PART IV

LOCAL MARINE FISHING OPERATIONS

Local fishing	 1.7. No licence shall be issued in respect of a local fishing vessel
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vessels to be	 that is required to be registered under any law for the time being in
registered	 force unless the vessel has been registered.

Local fishing
vessels to hold
valid certificate of
inspection

18. No licence shall be issued in respect of a local fishing vessel
that is required to hold a valid certificate of inspection under any
law for the time being in force unless such a certificate is issued in
respect of that vessel.

Grounds for
refusing to issue
licences, etc, to
local fishing
vessels

19. The Director may, by order in writing, refuse to issue a licence
in respect of a local fishing vessel, or he may likewise suspend,
cancel or refuse to renew any licence that has been issued in
respect of a local fishing vessel, where he is satisfied that-

It is necessary to do so in order to allow for the proper
management, conservation and development of any particular fishery
in accordance with any fisheries management, conservation and
development plan; or

it is otherwise in the best interest of marine fisheries industry to
do so; or

the vessel in respect of which the licence has been issued has
been used in contravention of the provisions of this Ordinance or of
any rules made thereunder or of any conditions of the licence; or

the person applying for or holding the licence is unfit to hold a
licence.

PART V

FOREIGN MARINE FISHING OPERATIONS

No entry for
foreign fishing
vessels In
Bangladesh
fisheries waters
except with
licence

20. No foreign fishing vessel shall, without a licence,

enter the Bangladesh fisheries waters except for any purpose set
out in section 21; or

within the Bangladesh fisheries waters,-

fish or attempt to fish; or

load, unload or tranship any fish; or

(iii) load or unload any fuel supplies.

Entry by
unlicensed
foreign fishing
vessels into

21. (1) Subject to the provisions of sub section (2), a foreign
fishing vessel may enter the Bangladesh fisheries waters without a
licence for the purpose of-
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Bangladesh
Fisheries waters

Foreign fishing
vessels liable to
fine and forfeiture
if found in
Bangladesh
fisheries waters
illegally

passage through such waters in the course of a voyage to
destination outside such waters;

averting imminent danger where the vessel is in distress, to the
safety of the vessel or of its crew; or

rendering assistance to persons, ships or aircraft in danger or
distress; or

obtaining emergency medical assistance for a member of the
crew; or

(e) for any other purpose recognised by international law.

(2) Any foreign fishing vessel entering the Bangladesh fisheries
waters for any purpose set out in sub section (1) shall-

observe such rules as may be prescribed; and

return outside such waters as soon as the purpose for which it
entered has been fulfilled.

22. (1) Where any foreign vessel enters the Bangladesh fisheries
waters except in accordance with section 21 or except in accordance
with the terms of a licence, the skipper, owner and charterer, if
any, of such vessel shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable
to rigorous imprisonment for a term not exceeding three years and
to a fine not exceeding Taka one lakh.

(2) Any foreign vessel entering
in accordance with section 21
terms of a licence shall be
Government.

Bangladesh fisheries waters except
or except in accordance with the
deemed to be forfeited to the

Foreign fishing
vessels to observe
navigation,
customs laws, etc

23. No licence shall relieve any foreign fishing vessel or its skipper
or crew of any obligation or requirement imposed by law concerning
navigation, customs, taxes, immigration, health, certificate of
seaworthiness and safety or other matters.

Grounds for
refusing to issue
licence, etc, to
foreign fishing
vessels

24. (1) The Director may, by order in writing, refuse to issue a
licence in respect of a foreign fishing vessel on any ground that he
thinks fit.

(2) The Director may, by order in writing, suspend, cancel or refuse
to renew any licence that has been issued in respect of a foreign
fishing vessel, where he is satisfied that-

(a) it is necessary to do so in order to allow for the proper
management, conservation and development of any particular fishery
in accordance with any fisheries management, conservation and
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development plan;

it is otherwise in the best interests of marine fisheries industry
to do so; or

the vessel in respect of which the licence has been issued has
been used in contravention of the provisions of this Ordinance or of
any rules made thereunder, or of any conditions of the licence; or

(d) the person holding the licence is unfit to hold a licence.

PART VI

APPEAL

Appeal 25. (1) Any citizen of Bangladesh aggrieved by an order of refusal
by the Director to grant a licence or any person aggrieved by an
order of cancellation or suspension of his licence may, within thirty
days from the date of receipt of the order of refusal, cancellation or
suspension, prefer an appeal against such refusal, cancellation or
suspension.

Any person filing an appeal shall be entitled to appoint a
representative or legal practitioner of his choice for the purpose of
making an appeal.

Where the decision appealed against has been made by the
Director, the appeal shall lie to the Government; and where the
decision appealed against has been made by a fisheries officer
appointed under section 4, the appeal shall lie to the Director.

PART VII

PROHIBITED FISHING METHODS

Use of explosives,	 26. (1) Any person, other than a person authorised in writing by
etc	 the Director, who in the Bangladesh fisheries waters,-

uses, or attempts to use, any explosive, poison or other noxious
substances for the purpose of killing, stunning, disabling or catching
fish, or in any other way rendering such fish more easily caught; or

carries, or has in his possession or control, any explosive,
poison or other noxious substances with the intention of using such
explosive, poison or other noxious substance for any of the purposes
referred to in clause (a); or

uses, or attempts to use, any prohibited methods of fishing as
may be prescribed, or carries, or has in his possession or control,
on board any vessel, any fishing gear prohibited under any rule
made under this Ordinance; or

knowing, or having reasonable cause to believe, that any fish
has been caught or taken in contravention of the provisions of this
section or any rules made under this Ordinance, receives, or is
found in possession of, such fish without lawful excuse,
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shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable to a fine not
exceeding Taka one lakh or fifteen times the value of the fish,
whichever is greater.

(2) Any explosive, poison or other noxious substance or fishing gear
referred to in sub section (1) found on board any vessel shall be
presumed to be intended for the purposes referred to in that sub
section unless the contrary is proved.

Small meshes, etc 27. Any person who uses or has in his possession or has on board
any vessel within the Bangladesh fisheries waters any fishing net
which has a mesh size specified for that type of net or any other
nets or fishing gear or fishing appliances that have been prohibited
under any rules made under this Ordinance shall be guilty of an
offence and shall be liable to a fine not exceeding Taka one lakh.

PART VIII

MARINE RESERVES

Government may
declare marine
reserves

28. The Government may, by notification in the official Gazette,
declare any area of the Bangladesh fisheries waters and, as
appropriate, any adjacent or surrounding land, to be a marine
reserve where it considers that special measures are necessary-,-

to afford special protection to the aquatic flora and fauna of
such areas and to protect and preserve the natural breeding
grounds and habitats of aquatic life, with particular regard to flora
and fauna in danger of extinction; or

to allow for the natural regeneration of aquatic life in areas
where such life has been depleted; or

to promote scientific study and research in respect of such
areas; or

to preserve and enhance the natural beauty of such areas.

Fishing, dredging,
etc, prohibited in
marine reserves

29. (1) Any person who, in any marine reserves declared under
section 28, without permission granted under this section,-

fishes or attempts to fish; or

dredges, extracts sand or gravel, discharges or deposits waste
or any other polluting matter, or in any other way disturbs, alters
or destroys fish or their natural breeding grounds or habitats; or

(c) constructs or erects any buildings or other structures on or over
any land or waters within such reserve,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable to a fine not
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exceeding Taka one lakh.

(2) The Director may give permission to do, any of the things
prohibited under this section where the doing of such things may be
required for the proper management of the reserve or for any of
the purposes referred to in section 28.

Government may
permit scientific
research

The Government may, in writing and subject to such terms and
conditions, if any, as may be specified therein, exempt from all or
any of the provisions of this Ordinance or the rules made
thereunder any vessel or person undertaking research into marine
fisheries or other marine living resources in the Bangladesh fisheries
waters.

PART IX

POWERS OF AUTHORISED OFFICERS

Authorised
officers

(1) The officers of the Directorate of Fisheries not below the
rank of Assistant Inspector of Marine Fisheries, members of the
Bangladesh Navy not below the rank of petty officer, any officer of
customs and any other person or class of persons appointed by the
Government shall be authorised officers for the purposes of this
Ordinance and the rules made thereunder.

(2) The Government shall, by notification In the official Gazette,
publish the name or designation of any person or class of persons
appointed under sub-section (1).

An authorised
officer may stop,
examine, etc, any
fishing vessel

32. For the purpose of enforcing the provisions of this Ordinance
and the rules made thereunder, any authorised officer may, without
a warrant,-

stop and board any fishing vessel within the Bangladesh fisheries
waters and make any examination concerning that vessel, its
equipments, fishing gear, nets, fishing appliances, crew or fish
carried on board that vessel; or

stop and inspect any vehicle transporting fish; or

(c) require any person to produce any licence or other document
required under this Ordinance or any rules made thereunder for
examination and, If necessary, for taking copies thereof.

Authorised officer
may enter
premises, seize
vessels, etc,
without warrant

33. (1) Any authorised officer, where he has reasonable grounds to
believe that an offence has been committed against any provisions
of this Ordinance or any rules made thereunder, may, without a
warrant,-
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Power to stop
vessels

enter and search any premises, other than premises used
exclusively as a dwelling house, In which he has reason to believe
that such offence has been committed or fish caught or taken in
contravention of such provisions are being stored; or

take samples of any fish found in any vessel or vehicle
inspected under section 32 or any premises searched under clause
(a); or

arrest any person whom he has reason to believe has committed
such offence; or

seize any vessel (including its furniture, appurtenances, stores
and cargo), vehicle, fishing gear, nets or other fishing appliances
which he has reason to believe has been used in the commission of
an offence or in respect of which the offence has been committed;
or

seize any fish which he has reason to believe has been caught
in the commission of an offence, or is possessed in contravention of
the provisions of this Ordinance or any rules made thereunder; or

seize any explosive, poison or other noxious substances which he
has reason to believe has been used or is possessed in.
contravention of the provisions of section 26.

(2) A written receipt shall be given for any article or thing seized
under sub section (1) and the grounds for such seizure shall be
stated in such receipt.

34. Where it becomes necessary for an authorised officer to stop
any vessel for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of this
Ordinance and the rules made thereunder, it shall be lawful for any
vessel or aircraft under the command of an authorised officer to
summon such vessel to stop by means of an international signal,
code or other recognised means, and if it fails to do so, the vessel
may be pursued even beyond the Bangladesh fisheries waters and if
after a gun is fired as a warning, to the vessel to stop, and if it
fails to stop after such a warning, it may be fired upon.

Vessel and crew	 35. Any vessel seized under the provisions of this Ordinance and the
to be taken to	 crew thereof shall be taken to the nearest port and dealt with in
nearest port	 accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance.

Persons arrested
without warrant
to be taken to
police station

36. Any person arrested without a warrant for the purposes of
enforcing the provisions of this Ordinance and the rules made
thereunder shall be taken to a police station forthwith or, as soon
as possible, after arriving at a port and shall be dealt with in
accordance with the provisions of the Code of . Criminal Procedure,
1898 (Act V of 1898).
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Authorised officer
not to enter
dwelling houses
without warrant

37. No authorised officer shall enter premises used solely as a
dwelling house for the purposes of enforcing the provisions of this
Ordinance and the rules made thereunder except when authorised to
do so by a warrant.

Perishables may
be sold by
Director

Any fish or other article of a perishable nature seized under the
provisions of this Ordinance may, on the direction of the Director,
be sold and the proceeds of sale shall be held by the Director and
dealt with in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance.

Authorised
officers required
to produce
identification

Any authorised officer when acting under the provisions of this
Ordinance or any rules made thereunder shall, on demand, produce
to any person against whom he is taking action such identification
or written authority as may be reasonably sufficient to show that he
is an authorised officer for the purposes of this Ordinance.

No action against
authorised officer
for acts done in
good faith

40. No action shall be brought against any authorised officer or any
person requested by him to assist him in respect of anything done
or omitted to be done by such person in good faith in the execution
or perporated execution of his powers and duties under this
Ordinance and the rules made thereunder.

PART X

OFFENCES AND LEGAL PROCEDURES

Obstruction of
authorised officer,
etc

Any person who wilfully obstructs any authorised officer in the
exercise of any of the powers conferred on him by or under this
Ordinance shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding three years, or to a fine not
exceeding Taka one lakh, or to both.

Wilful damage of
fishing vessels,
etc

Any person who wilfully and unlawfully damages or destroys any
fishing vessels, fishing stakes, fishing gear or fishing appliances shall
be guilty of an offence and shall be liable to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding three years, or to a fine not exceeding Taka one
lakh, or to both.
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Contravention of
conditions of
licence

Any person who contravenes any condition of any licence shall
be guilty of an offence and shall be liable to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding three years, or to a fine not exceeding Taka one
lakh, or to both.

Destruction to
avoid seizure or
detection

Any person who destroys or abandons any fish, fishing gear or
fishing appliances, explosives, poison or other noxious substances or
any other thing with intent to avoid their seizure or the detection of
any offence against the provisions of this Ordinance or any rules
made thereunder shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding three years, or to a fine not
exceeding Taka one lakh, or to both.

Failure to mark
vessel

45. Any person who owns or operates a fishing vessel in the
Bangladesh fisheries waters which is not marked in the prescribed
manner shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable to a fine not
exceeding Taka twenty five thousand.

Skipper liable for
offences
committed by
persons on board
the vessel

46. Where an offence against any provisions of this Ordinance or
any rules made thereunder has been committed by any person
belonging to or on board a fishing vessel, the skipper of such vessel
shall also be guilty of such offence and shall be liable to a fine not
exceeding Taka five thousand.

Compounding of
offences

Any authorised officer may compound any offence against the
provisions of this Ordinance or any rules made thereunder for a sum
of money not less than one tenth of the maximum fine provided for
such offence provided that in no case shall the sum be less than
Taka five thousand.

Forfeiture of
vessels etc,
seized

(1) Any vessel, fishing gear or fishing appliances, explosives,
poison or other noxious substance or apparatus seized under sub
section (1) of section 33 or the proceeds of sale under section 38
shall, subject to the provisions of sub section (3),-

if a prosecution is to be brought under this Ordinance, be held
in such custody as may be prescribed pending the outcome of such
prosecution; or

if no prosecution is to be brought under this Ordinance, be held
in the custody as aforesaid for a period of one month at the end of
which period they shall be deemed to be forfeited to the
Government unless, during such period, any written claim is
received from the skipper, owner or charterer, if any, contesting
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Court may order
forfeiture in
addition to any
other penalty
imposed

such forfeiture.

(2) Where any written claim contesting forfeiture is received under
clause (b) of sub section (1), either-

the subject matter of the claim shall be released and delivered
to the claimant forthwith; or

the claim shall be referred to the Court for its decision.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in this section, the Court
may order the release of any fishing vessel, fishing gear or fishing
appliances seized under section 33 on receipt of a satisfactory bond
or other security from any person claiming such property.

49. Where any person is convicted of an offence against any
provision of this Ordinance or any rules made thereunder, or where
the Court finds that an offence has been committed against any
provision of this Ordinance or any rules made

thereunder, the Court, in addition to any other penalty imposed,-

may order that any fishing vessel (including its furniture,
appurtenances, stores and cargo), fishing gear, nets or other fishing
appliances used in the commission of such offence shall be forfeited
to the Government or that the licence shall be suspended for such
period of time as the Court may think fit or be cancelled; and

shall order that any fish caught in the commission of such
offence or the proceeds of sale of any such fish under section 38
and any explosives, poison or other noxious substances used in the
commission of such offence shall be forfeited to the Government.

Vessels, etc,
forfeited may be
disposed of by the
Government

50. Any vessel (including Its furniture, appurtenances, stores and
cargo), fishing gear, nets or other fishing appliances, explosives,
poison or other noxious substances, and any fish or proceeds of the
sale of fish deemed or ordered to be forfeited to the Government
under section 48 or 49 shall be disposed of in such manner as the
Government may think fit.

Fish found on
board a fishing
vessel committing
an offence
presumed to be
caught illegally

51. All fish found on board any fishing vessel which has been used
In the commission of an offence against any provisions of this
Ordinance or any rules made thereunder shall, unless the contrary is
proved, be presumed to have been caught illegally in the
Bangladesh fisheries waters.

Offences triable	 52. Any offence against any of the provisions of this Ordinance or



lkb • Ire-s17 zat4-1-4, 1‘•1 cnet

as if committed
within limits of
local jurisdiction

any rules made thereunder committed within the Bangladesh
fisheries waters by any person shall be guilty of an offence under
this Ordinance and shall be triable in any Court of Bangladesh as if
such offence had been committed In any place in Bangladesh within
the local limits of the jurisdiction of such Court.

Service of
documents

53. Where, for the purposes of this Ordinance or any rules made
thereunder, any document is to be served on any person, that
document may be served-

in any case, by delivering a copy thereof personally to the
person to be served; or

if the document is to be served on the skipper or on a person
on board a fishing vessel, by leaving the same for him on board
that vessel with the skipper or the person who is, or appears to be,
in command or charge of the vessel for the time being; or

by affixing a copy of the document to any conspicuous part of
his residence; or

sending it by registered post acknowledgement due addressed to
his last known place of abode.

Special powers
for Magistrates

54. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1898 (Ad V of 1898), any Magistrate of the first class
especially empowered by the Government in this behalf may pass a
sentence of fine exceeding Taka ten thousand for an offence under
this Ordinance and the rules made thereunder.

PART XI

RULES

Power to make	 55. (1) The Government may, by notification in the official Gazette,
rules	 make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Ordinance.

(2) In particular, and without limiting the generality of the foregoing
power, rules may be made with respect to all or any of the
following matters, namely:-

the licensing, regulation and management of any particular
marine fishery;

the determination of the carrying capacity of vessels;

(c) the type and size of air-conditioning appliances to be fitted in
vessels;

(d) establishing the closed seasons for all areas or species of fish or
for designated areas or species;
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the limitations on the amount, size and weight of fish caught
and retained or traded;

determining the minimum mesh sizes;

determining the prohibited fishing areas for all fish or for certain
species of fish, or for certain methods of fishing;

determining certain prohibited methods of fishing;

the amount of fish that may be caught incidentally when fishing
for a species for which a licence has been issued;

regulating or prohibiting the creation, maintenance, working,
repair and lighting of fishing stakes in the Bangladesh fisheries
waters;

(k) organising and regulating sport fishing in the Bangladesh
fisheries waters;

(I) the conditions to be observed by the fishing vessels while within
the Bangladesh fisheries waters and to regulate the conduct of
fishing operations generally;

the nationality and educational qualifications of persons
permitted to be employed or carried in fishing vessels;

providing for the execution of bonds and other forms of security
for the fulfilment of any obligations attaching to a licence;

providing for points of entry, exit and transit through the
Bangladesh fisheries waters by any fishing vessel licensed to fish by
virtue of the provisions of this Ordinance;

providing for the appointment by the owner of a foreign fishing
vessel of a legal representative in Bangladesh for the purpose of
accepting responsibility for any matters arising under the provisions
of this Ordinance;

the stowing of fishing gear by foreign fishing vessels while in
transit through the Bangladesh fisheries waters;

providing for rewards for reporting the presence of unlicensed
foreign fishing vessels operating in the Bangladesh fisheries waters;

the conditions and procedures of application for any licences,
certificates or other documents required under this Ordinance or any
rules made thereunder, their form and the amount of fees and
deposits payable therefore;

the collection of statistics and to require any person engaged in
marine fishing, marketing, processing or marine fish culture,
including any fish dealer, to supply such information as may be
necessary for the effective management and development of marine
fisheries;

(u) the procedures to be followed in making appeals against a
refusal to issue, cancellation, non renewal or suspension of licences
under section 25;
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setting up of an Advisory Committee for the purpose of advising
the Government in the administration of this Ordinance;

any other matter required or authorised to be prescribed under
this Ordinance.

(3) The rules made under this section may provide that the breach
of any of the provisions thereof shall constitute an offence and may
provide for penalties by way of fine not exceeding Take fifty
thousand.

Copyright®2008, Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs
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APPLICATION FOR LICENCE

1.. Name of the fishing vessel:

2. Addreis :

4 3. Name and address of owner of vessel

4: Fishing vessel identification mark ;

Port of registry (if any)

Registration No. (if any) :

Radio call sign (if any) :

Frequency :

Dimension of vessel :

Length	 Tonnage

Method of propulsion

Inboard engine No .. 	 .of.	 .H.P.

Outboard engine horse power

Type of fishing equipment :

Areas to be fished ;

13. Species of fish to be taken

14: Fish to be landed at

Period for which licence is sought

Pee paid 	 Challan No 	 .Dt.	 ................

17. Date of application

SIgnatute 3
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1983            

GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH-

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE

Fisheries and livestock Division

Section VI

NOTIFICATION

Dhaka, the 8th September 1983
No. S.R.O. 349-L/83.—In exercise of the powers conferred by section 55

if the Marine Fisheries Ordinance, 1983. (XXXV of 1933), the Government
s pleased to make the following rules, namel y :—

THE• MARINE FISHERIES RULES, 1983

I. Short title.—These talc's may be called the Marine Fisheries Rules, 1983.

Dermilion.—In these rules,. unless there is anything repugnant in the
ubiect or context, "Ordinance" means • the Marine Fisheries Ordinance, 1983

(XXXV of 1933).

Application for licence.—An application for licence in 'respect of either a
oval or a foreign fishing vessel shall be in Writing by the owner of the fishing
essel. in respect of which the licence is sought and shall contain the following
1formation, namely :—	 •	 •

Mc name and description of the fishing vessel, its equipment, and
crew complement;

the home port of the fishing vessel;

(c) the name of the owner and skipper with full particulars;
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the side number of the fishing vessel, its radio, frequencies, call sign
and signal letters, if any;

a description of the proposed fishing operations or related activities
including-

the species to be fished;
•the method of . fishing and type and dimensions of gear to be

used;

the area . or areas to be fished;
the amount of fish to be caught;
the period of time for which the licence is sought;
the place in which the fish is to be landed or processed, and
description of the ultimate destination and use of the fish; and

(vii) a description of support operations, and the name and licence
number (if any) of fishing vessels in support of which related
activities are to be carried out;

a description of any joint venture or other contractual arrangement with
foreign or local business interests that have been or are proposed in
connection with the fishing operations for which the licence is sought;

a brief description of any related fishing operations sought to be
undertaken in Bangladesh fisheries waters by other vessels belonging
to, or under the control of, the fishing vessel owner;

•
(h) such other information as may be required by the Dircctot in clarifi-

cation or amplification of the information given by the applicant.

4. Licence applications in respect of foreign fishing vessels.—An application
for a licence in respect of fishing to be conducted by a foreign fishing vessel in
Bangladesh Fisheries Waters, in addition to the information req uired under
rule 3, shall contain the following information, namely :—

the flag state of the fishing vessel;

tre name and address of the authorised local agent appointed by the
owner to represent him in all dealings with oflicials of the Government,
and evidence of the extent to which the local agent is authorized
to undertake legal and financial obligations on behalf of the owner.

5. Form of licence.—Every licence required under the Ordinance shalt be
in the appropriate form set out in the Schedule to these rules.

6. Fee.—Every application foil a licence shall be accompanied by
Treasury Challan showing the payment of the fees mentioned in the table
below :—

Where the carrying capacity of la fishing vessel-1.,
Take

(a) does not exceed 250 toils 	 750
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Where the carrying capaCity of a fishing vessel—
Tatra

(I)) exceeds 250 tons but does not 	 1,000
exceed 350 tons

exceeds 350 tons but does not 	 2,000
exceed 450 tons.

exceeds 450 tons but does not 	 5,000
exceed 600 tons.

(e) exceeds 600 Wm:	 10,000

7. auditions applicable to nit licences.—Any licence issued under the
Ordinance shall be subject to the following, condition.. namely:—

the licence s117111 hi' vatici Only for such activities, for such	 period, for
such area or areas and such conditions as are specified in the licence;

all relevant laws and rules regarding the conservation and Management
of fisheries in Bangladesh shall be complied. with;

only such SPCCie5 of fish shall be fished in such quantities, using such
methods of fishing and such fishing gear as are authorized in the
licence;

no by-catch	 exceed such percentage as may be Nitrified in the
licence;

(c) the skipper shall	 cause written records to be maintained	 on a daily
bask of the fishing effort and catch of the fishing vessel in the form
specified by the Ditector:

(1) the written records required to be maintained under clause (e) shall
be transmitted by the skipper to the Director monthly, or at the
request of the Director or an y other ollicer authorised 	 under this
OrditINICC or of any person moborind by him in this behalf or of
any authorized officer, at an y time during the term of the licence:

any fishing vessel	 licensed in accordance with the provisions of the
Ordinance and these rules shall displa y the identification mark assigned
to the vessel which shall rat: clearly visible from the air and from
the SCPJ,

R. Conditions applicable to licences for foreign fishing tessels.—A foreign
fishing vessel in respect of Which a licence has been issued, in addition to the
conditions set out in ride 7, shall be whirr( to the following	 conditions,
namely

( a) the ow ner of the fishing vessel shall appoint and maintain a local
remesentafive who sha l l i'c a p e rson resident in Banpladesh and shall
have a pc:mum:nit office or establishment in Bangladesh and who shall
be authorized to	 accept legal mid financial . responsibility on behalf
of the owner in respect of the operations undertaken by the vessel
and to accept s ri vice o r an y notice summons or othor document on
hdr,df of O tt own:7 - in any fetnl proceeding, nr • ing out of the conduct
of the lisbirg °octillions or whiled nc t i;iries by the vessel:

(g)
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the owner of the vessel or the local representative shall, if required by
the Director, execute a bond in an antoUnt and form satisfactory to
the Director, to guarantee performance of the obligations under the
licence;

the skipper or the local representative shall notify the Director oi the
estimated time and location of entry of the fishing vessel into
Bangladesh fisheries waters not less than 24 hours p rior to such entry,
and shall at the same time notify the Director of—
(1) the approximate fishing plan or schedule of activities to be

carried out under the licence;
(ii) the date of arrival of the vessel at Chittagong or Khulna for

initial .inspection;

(d) after entry into Bangladesh fisheries waters, the fishing vessel shall
proceed directly and immediately to Chittagong or Kludna for initial
inspection by an authorized-officer and shall not be used for fishing
or related activities in such area until such time as such inspection has
been carried out;

any transhipment of fish must he clone in Chittagon g_ or Khulna under
the control of an aughorized officer unless otherwise authorized in
the licence, or otherwise authorized in writing by the Director;

the skipper shall, if required by the licence, cause radio reports to be
made weekly to the Director or to the person authorized by the
Director to receive such reports and such reports shall contain the
following information, namely :-

the name of the fishing vessel;
the licence number;

(iil) the precise geographical position of the fishing vessel in terms of
longitude and latitude:
the quantity in kilograms of each Species of fish -caught in the
Ban gladesh fisheries wafers;
the quantity in kiloarams of each species of fish caught since the
last report or the last inspection made by an authorized officer;

(vi) the quantity in kilograms of each species of fish transferred, if
such transfer is authorized, to other vessels since the last report
or the last inspection made by an authorized officer :

the skipper shall bring,' the fishing vesel into any Bangladesh port
specified by the Director for inspection at any time when required
to do so, by the Director or..bv persons authorized by him;

the fishing vessel shall at all
waters fly the flag of its state;

(i) the skipper shall permit an observer or ohs-rvers designated in writing
by• the Director to go on board and remain on board the vessel for
any or all of the period of validity of the licence and shall-

provide the observer or observers with fond and accommodation
• while on board equivalent to that given to an officer;

cooperate fully with each observer in the pet rot malice of his
duties; and

(1)

times while in Bangladesh fisheries
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LOCAL FISHING VESSEL LICENCE Licence No. ..........

Issued to

	

	 ••	 .•	 ••
(full name)

Address ..............• .•	 •• •• ••	 •• -• •• •• ••	 •• •• ••	 •-	 •• '• " •• '•	 ••	 'Name and address of owners of vessel if different from abovc• .......• •• • ..
..........................................................................

Name of vessel....,„ ...........Fishing vessel identification mark..........

Port of Registry (if any)..............Registration No. (if any)............:.

adio Call sign (if any).................	 ...Frequency.., .................

Dimensions of Vessel—
Length.	 .	 ....Tonnage .. .......

Method	 of	 Propulsion—

Inboard	 Engine No.........of................Horse Power

Outboard Engines, Horse

rype of fishing	 ........... •

Areas to be	 ,.............	 ........

poems of fish to be taken. _ 	 ..........

71311 to be landed	 ,.........„	 .„...	 „ „.	 „

ecPaid	 ...........	 ........................	 •• .•	 ••	 .• ••-• •

Otis Licence is valid for the period

btu!	 ..............................., „ .....„. 	 „	 „

?ate of

.......
Signature of Issuing Officer.

his Licence is granted subject to the following conditions :

The holder shall comply with and ensure that the vessel is used in con- .
formity with the provisions of the Marine . Fisheries Ordinance, 1983, and
rules made thereunder.
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FOREIGN FISHING VESSEL LICENCE	 No............... •

Issued to ...	 „	 .• „ „	 „	 „

Address .................	 ,„

Name and address of owner of vessel if different from above, 	 • • •• •

••	 •• •• •• ••	 ••••••••	 ••	 ••	 •• ••	 ••	 -•	 .•	 •- ••	 -••••

Name and address of Agent or 	 other Legal Representative in Bangladesh....

•
Name and address of Master 	 of vcssel............... .............. 	 -
..• ••	 •• •. • • ...• ••	 •• •• .•	 •• •..•	 ••	 •• ••	 ........ •............•	 •... •.	 •• .•

Name of	 vessel.........	 ................	 ...............................

Type of	 vcssel..........,	 „	 .......,	 ...............................

Port and country of

Registration Number • ...................................... •-	 ...•	 •

Fishing vessel	 identification	 •

Length	 ..................	 ...Registered Net Tonnage..............

Radio Call

This vessel, details of which appear above, is hereby authorized to do such
of the following as may be indicated on this Licence:—

PART I—Authorization to fish within Bangladesh fisheries waters.

Description of fishing operations 	 ••

Areas to be fished.	 „	 ........ ••	 ••	 •• •• •• -• -• •• •• •

Species of fish to be	 •• .•	 ••	 •

Authorized landing places. _	 ...................	 •• ••	 .•

Special	 conditions......„......, „	 „	 „	 „ ................ .......
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his Licence is valid for the period

of issue..................

ecs paid........................................

Signature of Issuing Officer.

is permit is 'granted subject to the following conditions ;

The holder shill comply with and ensure that -the vessel is used in con-
formity with the provisions of the Marine Fisheries Ordinance, '1983 and
any rules made thereunder.	 ••
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Catch Record Form as required under section 14 of the Marine Fisheries Ordinance, 1923

Catch Record of Vessel 	 .."

with...	 ..Net(s) (State type gear used)

Trawl haul/gear set No. 	 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14	 Total.

Depth (metres)
Time started 	 State AM/PM
Time fished or 24 hr. clock
Area of care (No. on chart)
Catch (Kg estimated)

Shrimp	 Brown	 t.ho atew.t.44“,i
White	 P. indicus
Pink	 P. Semisulcatus
Tiger	 P. monodon
Other

Fish	 Shark	 Careharhinus
Sawfish	 Pristis
Skates and rays	 Raja, etc.
Indian Salmon	 Polynemus
Silver Pomfret	 Stromateus
Other Pomfret	 S-spp
Eel	 tvIumenesox
Grunter	 Ponthasys
Croaker (Jowlish)	 Otolithoides
Black!Silver (Iewfish) 	 Johnins
Dhetki	 Lines
Snapper '	 Lutianus
Catfish	 Tachysurus
Mackerel	 Rastrelliger
Yellowtail	 Caranx

}
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On	 Tnatiurus
HiIsa	 Rant
Mullet	 Mugil

.	 Bombay Duck	 Harpodon

Other Fish (State principal fish)
Stm:11 "miscellaneous" fish
Other catches : squid, etc. (state)

crabs, etc. (state).  

r

a

0

1

aJ

O

Totals :

By order of the
Clue/ Mania! La w Administrator

M. YLTOSSOUF ALI
Addl. Secretary-in-Charge.     
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of 1983) tit section 55 4: 1F13	 Thzi.l rir..n Tirtr-17 !Marine Fishaies Ruin
1983 ra fsvp191 7.;vittri	 411

Rules 41—

rule 6 143 tiR4t1 fr:1 111ct rule 6 tirriliTZ L3,411—

"6. Licence Fee—Every application for a licence shall be accom-
panied by a Treasury Challan showig the payment of fees mentimed
in the Table below :._.—

TADLE

Si.	 Capacity of fishing vessel (in Metric Tons) Licence Fee (in Taka)

For fin fish	 For shrimp

2 3 4

I. Not exceeding 10 tons ... 20C 300

Exceeding 10 tons but not exceeding 25 tons 300 450

Exceeding 25 tons but not exceeding 40 tons 400 601

)

pri k•90
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8.	 Nti	 Met 'thin, ate 0, hflO

1	 2 3 4

4.. Exceeding 40 .tons but not exceeding 60 tons 1500 2250
S. Exceeding 60 tons. but not exceeding 100 tons 2600 3000

Exceeding 100 tons but not exceeding 250 tons 3000 4500
Exceeding 251	 tons but not exceeding 350 tons 5000 7500
Exceeding 350 tons but not exceeding 450 tons 7000 1050C
Exceeding 450 tons but not exceeding 600 tons 91_00 13500

0. Exceeding 600 ton 12.000 18,000:

Provided that this rule shall not apply to the non-mechanised local
fishing vessels up-to 31st December, 1995 "

(2) rule 7 431' clause (g) en.	 c.foi full stop fbrzl 	 TifWe f.g
etranttwr ftkr trzltisiz 	 44Z c set i 1711w1	 clauses 71:11?
zrtcl, 49n :-

"(h) every shrimp fishing vessel shall catch and land fin fish which
shall be at least 30% of its total catch in each fishing trip;
the landing or transhipment of the catch of any fishing vessel
shall be made in the presence of an authorised officer of the
Directorate of Fisheries in order to ensure that the quantum
and species of the catch allowed under the licence are not
violated ;
every fishing vessel engaged in trawl fishing shall obtain pre
sailing permission for fishing from the • concerned Marine
Fisheries Office;

(k) every freezer fishing vessel engaged in trawl fishing may be
allowed sailing permission for a period not exceeding 30 (thirty)
days and every non-freezer fishing vessel engaged in trawl
fishing may be allowed sailing permission for a period not
exceeding 15 (fifteen) days at a time ;

(1) every fishing vessel shall land or cause to bo landed its total
catch at the place or places specified by the Director in con-
sultation with the Bangladesh Fisheries Develoment Corporation.

-and mentioned in the licence;
(m) every fishing vessel snail respond to the instruction of an autho-

rised officer at a Marine Fisheries ,Survzillanci; Caeck rust or
at any other place.";
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(.D) rule 12 ter %Wm% Gij	 ft rule 12 eintron Ian, Zit-

"12 Director to issue licence and fix up carrying capacity of fishing
vessel. The Director shall while issuing licence fot any fishing vessel
either local or foreign, fix up the carrying capacity of the vessel
in consultation with the Department of Shipping."

(8) rule 13 41 proviso firifi ac4,

(e) rule 17 44 sub-rule (2) 44 914 1;	 a1 wQrq	 sub-rule (3)
nt4, 441 :—

"(3) Every person engaged in any type of fishing activities in the
Bangladesh fisheries waters shall obtain identity card (not transferrable)
from the concerned Marine Fisheries Office.

(6) rule 18 44 cifila 19-091 rule 18 v-rn	 FIrc5	 411 :—

"18. Compulsory employment of local personnel.—
Every owner, skipper or charterer of a licensed fishing vessel

engaged in trawl fishing shall employ at least three Bangladeshi citizens
who have passed out from the Marine Fisheries Academy, Chittagong
(one for Navigation purpose, one for Engineering purpose and ano-
ther for processing and others).

Every owner, skipper or charterer of a licensed fishing vessel
which is not engaged in trawl fishing, shall employ at least on engine
driver having certificate from any of the Government recognised Marine
Diesel Training Schools." t

14'4* larropracm
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t418,'0 Rt 18 %,-qlPl/k000--Martne 1 .1slicries Oalinancc. 1983 (XXXV of
083) 41 section 55 4 0913 vt, NWIRLF1 71?Ml18 Marine fisheries Rules, 1983 CZ:
Irtertiwq 3e4m, and 3--

SILINF Rules CI rule 6 *!1 chla RiTti ct rule 6 (QAt GA OR5/11°1'3 eta,
Ion :—

"6. licence Fee--Every Opplieelion for a licence shall be accompanied by a
Treasury Challan showing the payment of fees mentioned in the Table
below

TABLE

Si.
W.

Capacity of Mechanised fishing vessel (in Metric
Toni)

Licence Fee (in Taka)

For fin fish For Shrimp

t. Not exceeding 10 tons • 750, '1.000

2. Exceeding 10 tons but not exceeding 25 Ions 1.300 1,750

' 3. Exceeding 25 ions •but not exceeding 40 tons ±,500 3.250

(• Waal )

:
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'Capacity of Mechanised fishing vessel (in Metric
Tons)

Licence Fee (in Taka)

For fin fish Fur Shrimp

Exeeeding 40 tons but not exceeding 60 tons 3,750 5,000

Exceeding 60 tons but not exceeding 100 Ions 7,000 10.000

Exceeding 100 tons but not exceeding 200 tons- 14.000 20,000

Exceeding 200 tons but not exceeding 300 tons 20,000 30,000

Exceeding 300 tons but not exceeding 450 tons 30,000 40,000

Exceeding 450 tons but not exceeding 600 tons 45,000 55,000

Exceeding 600 tons 50,000 75,000

GA. Exemption of non-mechanised local fishing passe/sr—Under section 3(i) of the
Ordinance, non-mechanised local fishing vessels arc hereby exempted from the
requirement of licence for the period tipto 3 I s December, 2000.
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Est	 fl.i..tc\121 Azift ya 9t,	 	 A000. Protection and Conservation

of Fish ;Act, 1950 (E.B. Act XVIII of 1950) att section 3 '4 ZPVI ' 3177451SBi "HMO

Protection and Conservation offish Rules, 1985 LI 1401 wilt@ qtRom

Rules tO rule 8 ',CM sub-rule (1) dlt1 c	 iffili51 ;IC.51 sub•rule (IA) )11310145

kif<c4, S-

(1 f) No person shall catch or cause to be caught fry or post larvae of fish,

shrimp and prawns of any kind, in any form and tn-any 'way in niclestnalytmd

caa5tal waters of Bangladesh."
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Officer. Second 	 Officer, Deck Cadet,
Fishing Vessel Engineer, Second Engineer,
Third Engineer, Engineer Cadet

2. Trawl Master, Batsman, Trawl Opermor,	 100	 50"
Sailor, Chief Mechanics, Mechanics, Creaser.
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